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Patricia A. Mitchell, Ph.D., is the manager for the 
NCLB School Improvement Bureau, Office of 
Student Achievement and Accountability, in the 
New Jersey Department of Education.  In this role 
she oversees the NJ Statewide System of Support, 
which includes the School Improvement Advisory 
Committee of Practitioners, the Collaborative 
Assessment for Planning and Achievement (CAPA) 
initiative, benchmark follow-up process, Title I 
Distinguished Schools, Reward Grants, School 
Restructuring, School Improvement Grants, and 
Blue Ribbon Schools.  CAPA has been implemented 
since 2003 and is designed to build capacity in 
districts and schools in adopting effective practices 
that advance student achievement.  Previously, 
Dr. Mitchell served as regional manager of the 
Program Improvement Regional Center North.  In 
this position, she coordinated activities of 13 special 
needs districts and 240 schools as they implemented 
school reform programs. Dr. Mitchell is co-author of 
several publications associated with school culture 
and career education, including Sending the Right 
Signals, ASETS-Achieving Sex Equity Through 
Students, and Mythbusters.  Dr. Mitchell trains at 
the state and national levels and currently conducts 
workshops on needs assessment, data analysis, and 
completion of school improvement plans.

Patricia A. Mitchell


