Excerpts from Colorado’s SIG Application
Part I – Section D, # 4: Describe how the SEA will monitor each LEA that receives a School Improvement Grant to ensure that it is implementing a school intervention model fully and effectively in the Tier I and Tier II schools the LEA is approved to serve.
CDE’s Turnaround Office will conduct monthly onsite visits of each turnaround school and will prepare a summary report for the Commissioner of Education, the building principal and the district superintendent. Additionally, in cases where schools are using the services of an external provider, CDE’s Turnaround Office will conduct monthly achievement calls for the purpose of reviewing current benchmark and formative assessment data, address current issues and identify next steps.
Part I – Section F: The SEA must briefly describe the activities related to administration, evaluation, and technical assistance that the SEA plans to conduct with the State-level funds it has received from its School Improvement Grant.
CDE will reserve 5% of the State’s School Improvement grant funds in support of administrative services, fiscal services, and support services to school districts and schools as delineated in the following list of activities:

· Data collection and analyses associated with the identification and progress of low performing schools.

· Administration of school improvement grants to LEAs. Develop state and local SIG applications. Release the local RFP, provide training and technical assistance to school districts. Conduct grant reviews. Develop a data base of subgrantees, release funds and track expenditures, collect end of year reports.  Maintain programmatic and fiscal records.

· Development and implementation of Expedited Diagnostic Reviews. Develop informational materials, protocols and rubrics used for the Expedited diagnostic Reviews. Conduct EDR orientations. Support community stakeholder meetings as necessary. Facilitate de-briefings and reports.

· Technical assistance and support to LEAs and low performing schools in the planning and implementation of intervention models. Ongoing support of partnerships with districts and low performing schools. Ongoing collection of progress data related to the implementation and impact of turnaround strategies. Development and implementation of performance indicators.
· Facilitation of partnerships between low performing LEA schools and external providers and CMOs. CDE will assign liaisons who will fill that role for districts, schools, and external providers and management companies.
· Evaluation of the impact of grant awards and intervention strategies. CDE contracts with Omni Evaluation to evaluate the impact of grant award programs and improvement strategies. CDE will also continue to conduct its own research and evaluations as part of its statewide system of accountability and support.

· Tracking of school progress

· Meeting additional data collection and reporting requirements tied to the funds, including ARRA reporting requirements. Quarterly and end of year reports.
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